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Hill Cottage

Great Easton
Dunmow, Essex
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JAMES AGATE, Esq.
DEAB SIB,
As one of the once young who saw him in his best days
and owes him so much for fine and sincere interpretations
over a number of years it was good to read your Sunday
Times note on Benson. Strangely enough, though I saw
him in many parts, I cannot recall him as outstanding to a
special degree in any one save as Petruchio in The Taming
of the Shrew. I could not tell you now a thing about any of
his interpretations; I only know that the visits of his com-
pany to our town had great significance for me and spread
the golden light of Arden about our mean streets. There
was always such fine teamwork in his company, and
amongst his faithful stalwarts one actor in particular, Geo.
R. Weir, had my entire devotion. Also, though it heap
laughter upon me, I will say that in the rosy recollections
of my youth Mrs Benson (at the age of forty at least!) was
a perfect Juliet.
Yours sincerely,
A. E. COPPARD
P,S. I last saw him about 1913, when he had indeed begun
to rant.
Belle Vue House,
Ilkley, Yorkshire
7th January, 1940
MY DEAB AGATE,
All Old Bensonians owe you a debt of gratitude for your
splendid article upon our old Master, in to-day?s Sunday
Times. To all those who loved him, feared and admired
him, your happy and inspired Memoriam will act as healing
balm. Your Epitaph is perfect. I was with him a few hours
before the end. Fearless and undaunted, with the spirit of
adventure in his eyes, smiling, a fine picture of a fine man.
Thank you from the few of us left who worked with him.
Yours ever,
HKKBY ATNLEY
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